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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant has elected Group II without traverse on 1/25/2006. Claims 19-46 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 19-24, 27-28, 30, 36, 38, 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jaeger et al. (US Patent No: 5,982,355). 

As for claim 19, Jaeger teaches of a system for accepting user input, comprising: 
a first control configured to select a media source in response to an actuation of the first 
control by a user; 

a second control, wherein the second control has two degrees of freedom in actuation 
configured to choose a mode from a set of modes for the selected media source in response to an 
actuation of the first degree of freedom of the second control by the user, wherein actuation of 
the second degree of freedom by the user of the second control is configured to identify a media 
content item selection; and 

a display for displaying one of the media source, mode and media content item in column 
1 1, lines 15-30 and in column 13, lines 30-40. 
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As for claim 20, Jaeger teaches of a pressure member coupled to a plurality of switches, 

t 

the pressure member having multiple sections, wherein each section of the multiple sections is 
associated with a switch of the plurality of switches and wherein the pressure member is 
positioned in relation to the plurality of switches such that when a force is applied by a user to 
one of the multiple sections, the pressure member transmits a resulting force to a switch 
associated with the one of the multiple sections thereby causing actuation of the switch 
associated with the one of the multiple sections in Fig. 32-33 and in column 18, lines 55-65. 

As for claim 21, Jaeger teaches of a control comprises a shaft, wherein the shaft is 
mounted within a void of the pressure member and secured by a fastener in column 13, lines 40- 
50. 

* 

* 

As for claim 22, it is inherent to have the system delays, for a predetermined time, before 
executing one of a user media source selection, mode selection and media content item selection. 

As for claim 23, Jaeger teaches that upon the occurrence of one of a user media source 
selection, mode selection, and media content item selection, the system provides a sub-menu of 
options to the user in column 15, lines 45-5. 

* 

As for claims 24 and 28, Jaeger teaches that a display is configured to provide a visual 
confirmation of the media source selected {claim 24} and user input {claim 28} in column 15, 
lines 45-50. 
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As for claim 27, Jaeger teaches that the display is a touch screen and wherein the touch 
screen is configured to process a user input in column 18, lines 40-45. 

As for claim 30, Jaeger teaches that the visual confirmation is graphic in in column 18, 
lines 40-45. 

As for claim 36, Jaeger teaches that the system is configured to provide an audible 
confirmation of the media source selected in column 17, lines 5-10. 

As for claim 38, Jaeger teaches that a second control is positioned in front of the display 
and wherein the second control accepts actuation of the second degree of freedom by the user, as 
a user input in column 1 1, lines 15-30 and in column 13, lines 30-40. 

As for claim 44, Jaeger teaches that the first control has two degrees of freedom in 
actuation, and wherein actuation of the first degree of freedom is associated with selection of a 
media source, and the second degree of freedom is associated with control of system volume in 
column 11, lines 15-30, in column 13, lines 30-40 and in column 17, lines 5-10. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 25-26, 29, 31-35, 37, 39-43, 45-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jaeger et al. (US Patent No: 5,982,355). 

As for claims 25, 3 1, 35, Jaeger fails to teach that the display is configured to provide a 
visual confirmation in forms of color cue {claim 25}; color change {claims 31, 35} and text 
{claims 39, 33} of the media source selected. 

In column 15, lines 45-50, Jaeger teaches that the display is responsive to signals from 
the microprocessor (media source selected) and in turns is able to display changeable graphics 
which may take on different forms depending on the nature of the operation. Examiner would 
like to point out that although Jaeger does not directly teach that the display is configured to 
provide a visual confirmation in forms of color cue {claim 25}; color change {claims 31,35} 
and text {claims 39, 33} of the media source selected; Jaeger certainly eludes to the possibility of 
incorporating color and text change in response to a user in put. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a visual confirmation {claims 24, 28} or color cue {claim 25} or color 
change {claims 3 1, 35} of the media source selected in order to indicate to the user which input 
that been made. 
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As for claim 26, Jaeger teaches that the display provides a position indicator depicting to 
the user, the relative position of a selected media content item within a browsable list of media 

■ 

content items, wherein the position indicator is displayed in a radial format in column 17, lines 
15-20. 

As for claim 32, Jaeger fails to teach that at least a portion of the control is optically 
transparent, wherein the control is positioned over the display and wherein information displayed 
by the display is visible through the control. 

Jaeger teaches of the possibility that at least a portion of the control is optically 
transparent, wherein the control is positioned over the display and wherein information displayed 
by the display is visible through the control in column 20, lines 63-65. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have at least a portion of the control is optically transparent, wherein the control is 
positioned over the display and wherein information displayed by the display is visible through 
the control as eluded to by Jaeger order to have the display be viewable to the user despite the 
buttons. 

As for claim 34, Jaeger teaches that the visual confirmation is graphic in in column 18, 
lines 40-45. 
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As for claim 37, Jaeger fails to teach that the audible confirmation of the media source 
selected is a synthetic voice. 

Jaeger teaches of using and storing synthetic voice for playback in column 9, lines 40-50. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the use of storing synthetic voice for playback as taught by Jaeger to 
provide audible confirmation of the media source selected with a synthetic voice in order to 
audibly confirm the user input. 

As for claim 39, Jaeger teaches of a system for accepting user input, comprising: 
at least one switch; 

a display, wherein the display depicts menu options including: media content 
information; 

control options, wherein the control options are displayed on the display near the switch 
a pressure member disposed over the display 

the pressure member being configured to accept a force exerted by a user within a section 
of the pressure member; the pressure member further coupled to the at least one switch such that 
a resulting force transmitted by the pressure member in response to a user applied force causes a 
switch actuation; and 

at least one control, configured to accept one of a push and turn in order to select one of 
the menu options in column 1 1, lines 15-30 and in column 13, lines 30-40. 

Jaeger fails to teach that at least a portion of the display is visible through the pressure 

■ 

member. 
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Jaeger teaches of the possibility that at least a portion of the control is optically 
transparent, wherein the control is positioned over the display and wherein information displayed 
by the display is visible through the control in column 20, lines 63-65. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have at least a portion of the control is optically transparent, wherein the control is 
positioned over the display and wherein information displayed by the display is visible through 
the control as eluded to by Jaeger order to have the display be viewable to the user despite the 
buttons. 

As for claim 40, Jaeger teaches or eludes that at least a portion of the at least one control 
is optically transparent, wherein the at least one control is positioned over the display and 
wherein information displayed by the display is visible through the at least one control in column 
20, lines 63-65. 

As for claims 41-42, Jaeger fails to teach that the display displays a color to provide user 
feedback {claim 41} 

or that at least one control displays a color to provide user feedback {claim 42} 

Examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the art to display displays a color 
to provide user feedback {claim 41 } or that at least one control displays a color to provide user 
feedback {claim 42} when the apparatus acknowledges a certain input. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to display displays a color to provide user feedback {claim 41 } or that at least one 
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control displays a color to provide user feedback {claim 42} in order to indicate to the user 
which input that been made. 

As for claim 43, Jaeger teaches that at least one control displays an symbolic 

r 

representation of a selected one of the media content source, mode and media content item in 
Fig. 32-33. 

As for claim 45, Jaeger teaches of a system for accepting user input in a media player, 
comprising: 

a display for displaying one of the media source, mode and media content item; at least 
one control, wherein the 

at least one control has two degrees of freedom in actuation, wherein the at least one 
control is disposed over the display in column 11, lines 15-30 and in column 13, lines 30-40. 

Jaeger fails to teach that at least a portion of the control is optically transparent such that 
at least a portion of the display is visible through the at least one control. 

Jaeger teaches of the possibility that at least a portion of the control is optically 
transparent, such that at least a portion of the display is visible through the at least one control in 
column 20, lines 63^65. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have at least a portion of the control is optically transparent, such that at least a 
portion of the display is visible through the at least one control as eluded to by Jaeger order to 
have the display be viewable to the user despite the buttons. 
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As for claim 46, Jaeger teaches of a media player for use in a motor vehicle, comprising: 
a plurality of switches; 

a display for displaying one of the media source, mode and media content item; 

a pressure member coupled to at least one of the plurality of switches, the pressure 
member disposed over the display, the pressure member being configured to accept a force 
exerted by a user within a section of the pressure member; and 

two controls, wherein each of the two controls is located to one side of the display and 
wherein the controls have two degrees of freedom in actuation in column 1 1, lines 15-30 and in 
column 13, lines 30-40. 

Jaeger fails to teach that at least a portion of the display is visible through the pressure 
member. 

Jaeger teaches of the possibility that at least a portion of the display is visible through the 
pressure member in column 20, lines 63-65. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have at least a portion of the display is visible through the pressure member as 
eluded to by Jaeger order to have the display be viewable to the user despite the buttons. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 (Mon-Fri). 



supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

9 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 




Tammy Pham 
April 11, 2006 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 




